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To radically improve the sustainability of the built 
environment, by transforming the way it is planned, 
designed, constructed, maintained and operated.
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A built environment 
that enables people 
and planet to thrive



Advancing Net Zero

Net Zero Carbon 
Buildings Commitment

Case 
Studies



Making 2021 the 
most impactful 
year for climate 
action 
2021 is the year of COP26, bringing an 
unprecedented opportunity for the building 
and construction sector to demonstrate its 
contribution to achieving Paris Agreement 
goals. 



Project Vision:
To develop a roadmap of actions and secure the support of 
relevant market actors to deliver decarbonisation of the total 
impact (whole life cycle) of the built environment in the UK. 

Launching Net Zero Whole Life Carbon 
Roadmap UK
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Net zero whole life carbon 
roadmap objectives
• Build consensus on a pathway to a net zero 

carbon built environment among businesses 
and industry bodies

• Develop carbon targets in line with the Paris 
Agreement

• Set out actions, owners and processes to 
achieve targets

• Enable consistent sector-based action plans



Future global scenarios



UK Whole Life Carbon Roadmap 
Trajectory



Buildings – Operational Carbon



Capital / Embodied Carbon
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Policy Recommendations - Summary
Domestic Retrofit
– National Retrofit Agency
– Update to SAP / EPC methodology
– EPC rating trajectories
– Funding mechanisms and incentives (Stamp duty incentives, VAT reduction, direct grants, etc)
– Skills & capacity building

Non-Domestic Building Energy Performance 
– Performance-rating schemes per sector launched through 2020s (starting with office >1,000m2)
– In-use energy disclosure
– Minimum standards for existing / new buildings

New Buildings 
– Updates to Part L to shift from notional approach to In-Use energy metrics
– Thermal demand limits
– Peak demand

Embodied Carbon 
– Regulation of upfront embodied carbon in buildings by 2025/2027
– EPD uptake



Stakeholder Action Plans



Stakeholder Action Plans
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We must balance the scales…

Reduce 
embodied 

carbon impacts

Reduce 
operational 
energy use

Increase 
renewable 

energy supply

Offset any 
remaining 

carbon
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Thank you

@UKGBC


